RESTRICTED (when complete)


ALLEGATION OF BAD DRIVING – OP CLOSE PASS REPORTING FORM

GUIDANCE

This is a form which, when completed, will give details of what you witnessed of an incident of alleged bad driving. The information that you put in this form will be looked at as part of the investigation of the incident. However, please be aware that a prosecution of the alleged offender may not necessarily follow.

If a prosecution does proceed, what you write about on these pages will be taken to compile your witness statement. There is a possibility that it may be read to the court as part of the prosecution case. Therefore, the aim is to create a document that reads easily as an account of what you witnessed. To help, the form is divided into sections with examples, or other information to guide you. Please remember to put only what you yourself KNOW happened, not what others have told you or what you think may have happened.

You will see that on most questions there is a set of words, which are used as a prompt. You will appreciate that this form has to be applicable to many varied circumstances, so to cover this there are options in the prompts which require the unwanted parts to be crossed out. Please be careful to do this whenever necessary, otherwise the result will not make sense.

Video footage should be of high quality and include at least two minutes before and two minutes after any incident. For prosecution purposes, video evidence can only act as corroboration. This means that you may still need to attend a police station and give a written statement (based on this report) and must be prepared to attend court to give evidence in person. You and your video will be the only evidence presented to the court. 

Videos should not be edited in any way. They must not rely on a perception of distance such as a close pass as the apparent distance will vary according to the type camera and settings. There are other issues with video evidence, such as parallax error, which makes objects appear close together when they are seen in line. In general, evidence of poor riding standards, provocation or disproportionate reaction will mean that no action is taken.

When you have completed the form it may help to read through your statement. If it makes sense to you, it should hopefully make sense to the court.

THIS FORM MUST NOT BE USED TO REPORT ROAD TRAFFIC COLLISIONS

To be completed by the complainant / witness

This allegation will only be investigated if returned within the seven-day of the incident deadline stated below and corroboratory video evidence can be provided.  

* delete as applicable

	1.
	Has the incident you are reporting happened within the last 7 days?
	Yes / No*

	2.
	Is there unedited video footage to support your allegation showing the registration of the vehicle?

	Yes / No*

	3.
	Would you be willing to attend court and give evidence?

	Yes / No*


Please complete the form overleaf in BLOCK CAPITALS and in black ink and return it to Operation Close Pass c/o Edinburgh Divisional Road Policing Unit, Fettes Police Station, 5 Fettes Avenue, Edinburgh EH4 1RB within 48 hours or by arrangement with a member of the Op Close Pass team. 

The prompt return of this is required so that police can issue statutory notices within mandatory time constraints. 

Your Details

Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss / Dr / Rev / other*……………………………………………...

Full name……………………………………………………………………………..……….

Age……………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date of birth……………………………………………………………………………………

Place of birth…………………………………………………………………………………..

Nationality…………………………………………………………………………….………..

Occupation…………………………………………………………………………………….

Address……………………………………………………………………………….……….

…………………………………………………………………………………………...…….………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...……………………….………………………………….…………………………………………………....Postcode

Telephone number:

…………………………………………………………………………………………...Home 

…………………………………………………………………………………………..Mobile 

E-mail address 

………………………………………………………………………………………...………..

WITNESS STATEMENT

Statement of………………………………………………………………………….………..

Age if under 18…………………………………………………(if over 18 insert “over 18”)

Occupation ……………………………………………………………………………………

This statement consisting of 8 pages each signed by me is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I make it knowing that, if tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated anything that I know to be false, or do not believe to be true.

Signature……………………………………………………………………………………….

Dated………………………………………………………………………………….………..

The incident occurred on:

(date) …………………………………………………………………………………………..

at (time) …………………………………………………………………………….AM / PM*

at (street)……………………………………………………………………………………….

(town)…………………………………………………………………………………………..

between (junction/road)………………………………………………………………………

and (junction/road)…………………………………………………………………..………..

The road is a:

Dual carriageway 


□
Two way undivided carriageway 
□

One-way street 


□
Other




□
(please specify) ……………………………………………………………….........………..

with a speed limit of:………………………. miles per hour.

I was travelling from:……………………………………………………….............………..

towards (end of journey)……………………………………………………...........………..

at a speed of approximately ..................... miles per hour. 

I was on the:

left (nearside) / right (offside) / central portion* of the road / lane*.


I was riding a:

(make/model/colour)………………………………………………………………………….

(type of cycle – hybrid, mountain, road etc)………………………………………………..

I was wearing:

(description of clothing worn)………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

I was equipped with the following recording devices:

(Type of cameras fitted/locations)…………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………...……..…………………………………………………………………………………….…………….……………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Do the cameras record audio? 


Yes  

□

No  

□

The traffic was:

Heavy

□
Moderate
□

Light  

□

The weather was: 

Fine

□

Bright sun  
□  

Dull  

□

Raining  
□

Snowing   
□

Other

□
(please specify) …………………………………………………………….............………..

The road conditions were:

Dry

□

Wet 

□

Greasy
□

Icy

□

Snow 

□

Other

□ (e.g. road works etc)

(please specify) …………………………………………………………….............………..

The road is made of:

Tarmacadam

□

Granite Setts

□

Other


□
(please specify) ……………………………………………………………….........………..

Visibility was:

Bright sunlight
□

Daylight 

□

Mist/fog 

□

Dusk  


□

Dark  


□

Other


□

(please specify)………………………………………………………………………………..

Street lighting:

Present and lit   
□

Present and unlit  
□

No street lighting   
□

Describe in your own words what happened?

PLEASE ONLY STATE WHAT YOU SAW AS A MATTER OF FACT.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please draw a rough sketch of the incident described in the space provided:
	


Why do you consider this driving to be careless? 

** You must not rely on a perception of distance such as a close pass as the apparent distance will vary according to the type camera and settings – there must be other elements**
(e.g. vehicle crosses solid white line and overtakes towards an oncoming car and passes me closely causing me to wobble / vehicle overtakes and pulls left across my path causing me to brake heavily to avoid a collision). 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Describe any other factors that may be relevant e.g. traffic signs or road works in the vicinity…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….........……………………………….

Please detail the camera time stamps in reference to your complaint. 

E.g.

Rear camera

08:10:01 – Astra comes into view 

08:10:10 – Astra begins overtake

Front camera

08:10:05 – Solid line of oncoming traffic clearly visible

08:10:10 – Astra level and too close referenced by road centre line. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Did you call verbally call out the registration or make any noise? 

Yes  

□

No  

□

If yes, please detail:……………………………………..……………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………….

I was able / unable* to see the registration number of vehicle involved.

It was:

Registration number…………………………………………………………………………..

The vehicle was a:

Colour…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Make……………………………………………………………………………………………

Model……………………………………………………………………………........………..

It had / had no* distinguishing features (e.g. livery, L-plates, trailer etc)………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………...……...…………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Was there any conversation between you and the driver involved?

Yes  

□

No  

□

If there was, please write down the conversation between you and that driver in as much detail as you can remember (including accent).

…………………………………………………………………………………………...……...…………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

I would / would not* be able to recognise the driver of (make / model / registration)…………………………………………………………………………………….

I can / cannot* describe him / her / them* as (sex, age, height, colour of eyes and/or hair, complexion, build, accent and any distinctive features.


…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Please give brief details of your UK driving licence status:

Substantive (full)
□
Provisional

□

Non-licence holder
□
How long have you held your licence for?......................................................………….

Do you have any additional driving qualifications / training?

Yes  

□

No  

□

If yes, please detail:

………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Any other relevant information:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Thank you for completing the above form.

A. If there is sufficient evidence, we have four ways in which we may deal with the case and your views will be considered before any decision is made.

Please therefore tick one of the options below that you feel is most appropriate:

□
The offender may be summonsed/charged to appear before a court (this may require your attendance at court as a witness). See section B below.

□
The offender may be offered a Driver Improvement Course. The intention is to improve road safety. (If the driver refuses or fails to attend the course, summons action will be instigated which may require your attendance at court). See section B below.

□
The offender may be warned as to their driving conduct.

□
Take no further action.

B. Are you willing to attend court as a witness for the court to hear your evidence?  

Yes  

□

No  

□

C. On what dates during the next 12 months, as far as you can say, would you be unable to attend court?

Please give date(s):…………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………….

D. Where and at what times of the day would it be convenient for you to be contacted or interviewed by police, should this be necessary?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please ensure you have signed and dated EACH page.
X Signed 
X Dated


